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IMEA Announces Plans for Enhancing Value to Members
FUSE Selected as Management Firm to Advance New Initiatives

June 27, 2023 – The Investment Management Education Alliance (IMEA), a prominent trade group for the investment 
management industry, is excited to announce that effective July 1, management of the association
will transition to FUSE Research Network LLC. As part of a broader plan to enhance the value delivered to IMEA’s
members and partners, the trade group’s Executive Committee selected FUSE to implement programs that deepen 
member engagement and expand participation. Prior to this transition, IMEA has been managed by Smith Group Inc. 
(SGI) since 1990.

This strategic move will allow IMEA to leverage FUSE’s deep industry knowledge and resources to increase the overall 
value delivered to its esteemed members. “IMEA is excited about this new chapter and remains committed to serving 
as the premier hub for education, knowledge sharing, networking, and collaboration within the investment man-
agement industry,” said John McDonough, IMEA Chair and Head of Americas Distribution at Invesco. “Members can 
expect an even more vibrant and valuable IMEA experience under the stewardship of FUSE.”

Day-to-day operations of IMEA will remain unchanged, with Kimber Lintz continuing in her role as Executive Director. 
Kimber has dedicated over 30 years to IMEA, witnessing its progression from the Mutual Fund Education Alliance to 
the IMEA. “We’re excited to expand upon the unique set of member benefits IMEA has provided for more than 50 
years,” said Kimber. Those include in-person council meetings and topic-specific Roundtables; member-driven
initiatives; networking events; IMEA’s Executive Council program; the highly regarded STAR Awards program recognizing 
marketing excellence; and unique access to major industry partners including Broadridge, ISS, Seismic and SS&C.

The transition will position IMEA to continue to evolve its services and enrich member experiences in response to the 
dynamic changes, challenges, and opportunities occurring in the investment management marketplace. Philanthropic 
activities will be introduced and educational initiatives will be reimagined, delivering cutting-edge content and
interactive tools. Neil Bathon, Managing Partner of FUSE, said “I am excited to help IMEA achieve its goal of delivering 
the best overall experience of any organization serving the investment industry.” An expanded Executive Council
Program and new Committees will provide additional opportunities for executives with specialized expertise to
collaborate and identify best practices. Furthermore, IMEA members will benefit from additional public relations
support and hiring assistance—empowering them to thrive in an increasingly competitive landscape.

IMEA would like to extend its gratitude to Brian Smith, Founder and President of Smith Group Inc., and the entire SGI 
team for their many contributions and service over the past 33 years. Their contributions have been instrumental in 
IMEA’s growth and success, and their dedication is deeply appreciated.

Please reach out to any of the contacts below should you have questions:
John McDonough – Executive Committee Chair, IMEA @ John.McDonough@invesco.com
Kimber Lintz – Executive Director, IMEA @ klintz@imealliance.com
T. Neil Bathon – Managing Partner, FUSE @ tnbathon@fuse-research.com

###

IMEA Honors Top Marketing and Innovation Leaders at 2025 STAR Awards Celebration
Industry Leaders Honored for Innovation, Client Engagement, and Community Contributions

September 17, 2025 — The Investment Management Education Alliance (IMEA) honored the winners of the 2025 
STAR Awards during its annual Celebration and Dinner, hosted by Franklin Templeton in Boston on September 16. 
The STAR Awards recognize investment management firms for excellence in marketing, communications, 
innovation, and education.

“For nearly three decades, the IMEA STAR Awards have showcased the industry’s resilience and creativity amid 
ongoing change,” said Jim Cove, Executive Committee Chair and Executive Vice President, Head of U.S. Marketing 
at Natixis Investment Managers. “This year’s submissions were among the strongest we’ve ever seen. Every firm 
recognized is truly deserving of this honor.” 

Investor and Advisor STAR Awards were presented across a range of categories, including client experience, 
education, and content supporting product, retirement, thought leadership, and value-add/practice management. 
Among these categories, T. Rowe Price stood out with four awards, while Manulife John Hancock Investments and 
Invesco each earned three. A full list of award-winning firms is available at IMEAConnect.com.

Columbia Threadneedle Investments earned top recognition in the prestigious Leadership Awards categories, which 
celebrate innovation and outstanding teamwork.

•  Marketing Innovation Leadership Award: Columbia Threadneedle Investments
•  Product Innovation Leadership Award: Calamos Investments
•  Marketing Team Leadership Award: Columbia Threadneedle Investments
•  Sales Enablement Team Leadership Award: Columbia Threadneedle Investments

Janus Henderson Investors was honored with the prestigious Community Investment Award, which 
recognized its partnership with the American Cancer Society (ACS): Fight Cancer & Invest in Brighter Futures. 
“We are honored to be recognized for our efforts supporting the American Cancer Society (ACS) through IMEA’s 
STAR Award for Community Investment Leadership,” said Emily Puffett, Head of Marketing & Data Analytics. “We 
believe in the power of partnership and its ability to create meaningful change. That’s why Janus Henderson will 
donate an amount equal to half of its management fee revenue attributable to Janus Henderson’s Government 
Money Market Fund net of any waivers to ACS in support of their critical work in cancer research, advocacy, and 
patient support. Together, we’re helping ease the burden of cancer and build a brighter future filled with hope.” 
The initiative exemplifies how financial services can drive social impact by alignnig investment strategies with 
community-focused outcomes.

-more-



“IMEA is proud to recognize the exceptional achievements of marketing, communications, innovation, product, and 
distribution teams through the STAR Awards,” said Kimber Lintz, IMEA Executive Director. “It’s always a privilege to 
spotlight the remarkable talent driving the future of our industry.”
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About IMEA
The Investment Management Education Alliance (IMEA) is a leading trade group dedicated to empowering its members 
to lead  the industry forward by fostering shared learning, impactful networking, and the open exchange of ideas. With 
a commitment to excellence and member-driven initiatives, IMEA continues to be a trusted resource and advocate for its 
diverse membership base. For more information, visit www.imeaconnect.com.


