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IMEA Announces Plans for Enhancing Value to Members
FUSE Selected as Management Firm to Advance New Initiatives

June 27, 2023 – The Investment Management Education Alliance (IMEA), a prominent trade group for the investment 
management industry, is excited to announce that effective July 1, management of the association
will transition to FUSE Research Network LLC. As part of a broader plan to enhance the value delivered to IMEA’s
members and partners, the trade group’s Executive Committee selected FUSE to implement programs that deepen 
member engagement and expand participation. Prior to this transition, IMEA has been managed by Smith Group Inc. 
(SGI) since 1990.

This strategic move will allow IMEA to leverage FUSE’s deep industry knowledge and resources to increase the overall 
value delivered to its esteemed members. “IMEA is excited about this new chapter and remains committed to serving 
as the premier hub for education, knowledge sharing, networking, and collaboration within the investment man-
agement industry,” said John McDonough, IMEA Chair and Head of Americas Distribution at Invesco. “Members can 
expect an even more vibrant and valuable IMEA experience under the stewardship of FUSE.”

Day-to-day operations of IMEA will remain unchanged, with Kimber Lintz continuing in her role as Executive Director. 
Kimber has dedicated over 30 years to IMEA, witnessing its progression from the Mutual Fund Education Alliance to 
the IMEA. “We’re excited to expand upon the unique set of member benefits IMEA has provided for more than 50 
years,” said Kimber. Those include in-person council meetings and topic-specific Roundtables; member-driven
initiatives; networking events; IMEA’s Executive Council program; the highly regarded STAR Awards program recognizing 
marketing excellence; and unique access to major industry partners including Broadridge, ISS, Seismic and SS&C.

The transition will position IMEA to continue to evolve its services and enrich member experiences in response to the 
dynamic changes, challenges, and opportunities occurring in the investment management marketplace. Philanthropic 
activities will be introduced and educational initiatives will be reimagined, delivering cutting-edge content and
interactive tools. Neil Bathon, Managing Partner of FUSE, said “I am excited to help IMEA achieve its goal of delivering 
the best overall experience of any organization serving the investment industry.” An expanded Executive Council
Program and new Committees will provide additional opportunities for executives with specialized expertise to
collaborate and identify best practices. Furthermore, IMEA members will benefit from additional public relations
support and hiring assistance—empowering them to thrive in an increasingly competitive landscape.

IMEA would like to extend its gratitude to Brian Smith, Founder and President of Smith Group Inc., and the entire SGI 
team for their many contributions and service over the past 33 years. Their contributions have been instrumental in 
IMEA’s growth and success, and their dedication is deeply appreciated.

Please reach out to any of the contacts below should you have questions:
John McDonough – Executive Committee Chair, IMEA @ John.McDonough@invesco.com
Kimber Lintz – Executive Director, IMEA @ klintz@imealliance.com
T. Neil Bathon – Managing Partner, FUSE @ tnbathon@fuse-research.com
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IMEA Announces 2026 Executive Committee and Council Leadership
Reflecting Strong Industry Leadership and Continued Momentum

February 23, 2026 — The Investment Management Education Alliance (IMEA) today announced its 2026 Executive 
Committee and Council Leadership, reinforcing the organization’s committment to member-led governance and 
cross-functional collaboration across the asset management industry.

“IMEA’s strength has always been rooted in the caliber and commitment of its member leaders,” said Kimber Lintz, 
executive director of IMEA. “Our executive committee and committee chairs represent some of the most respected 
voices across distribution, marketing, product, and data intelligence. Their leadership ensures IMEA remains a for-
ward-looking, member-driven organization where industry professionals can collaborate, share best practices, and 
shape the future of investment management.”

To carry this momentum forward, IMEA announced a distinguished group of industry leaders to serve on its Executive 
Committee which reflects the organization’s member-driven governance model and cross-functional leadership from 
some of the industry’s most respected firms:

2026 Executive Committee
•  James Cove, Chair
   Executive Vice President, Chief Marketing Officer, Natixis Investment Managers
•  Alex Gardner, Treasurer
   Managing Director, Product & Strategy, Diamond Hill
•  Rocco Benedetto, Vice President
   Head of Field Sales, U.S. Wealth Management Intermediaries, Invesco Distributors, Inc.
•  Annie Brown, Vice President
   Co-Head of U.S. Intermediary Wealth Management, T. Rowe Price
•  Vicki Lester, Vice President
   Vice President and Head of Segment Marketing, Consulting and Development, Columbia Threadneedle Investments
•  Ed Nini, Vice President
   Managing Director and Head of Product, Principal Asset Management

“It’s a privilege to join the Executive Committee of the IMEA,” said Ed Nini, managing director and head of product 
at Principal Asset Management. “The organization’s commitment to elevating investment management education is 
critical to the future of our industry, and I’m excited to collaborate with fellow Committee members to expand access, 
innovation, and long-term value for the next generation of professionals.”

Building on the strategic oversight of the Executive Committee, IMEA announced council leadership roles which play a 
critical role in shaping the organization’s year-round programming and initiatives.
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Council Leadership Driving IMEA Programming
IMEA’s councils bring together subject matter experts from member firms to guide conference content, roundtables, 
and peer exchanges aligned to the evolving needs of the industry. Councils are chaired by senior leaders actively 
shaping the industry:

Distribution Intelligence Council
Ken Burd, Co-Chair | Director, Distribution BI & Analytics, Principal Asset Management
Matt Machut, Co-Chair | Managing Director, Global Head of Distribution Strategy and Enablement, 
Goldman Sachs Asset Management

Distribution Council
James Adams, Co-Chair | CIMO, Managing Director, Global Strategic Accounts, MFS Investment Management
David Borrelli, Co-Chair | Senior Vice President, National Sales Director, Invesco 

Internal Sales Desk Council
Beau Bokelman, Co-Chair | Managing Director, Head of Internal Sales, Janus Henderson Investors 
Bill Jacobs, Co-Chair | Senior Vice President, Head of Internal Sales for U.S. Wealth, Franklin Templeton Investments

Marketing Council
Jessica Fernandez, Co-Chair | Global Chief Marketing Officer, Direxion
Tara Giuliano, Co-Chair | Chief Marketing Officer, Nuveen

National Accounts Council
Sean Mackley, Chair | Head of Broker / Dealer National Accounts & Centers of Inclufence, T. Rowe Price

Product Council
Michael Twohig, Chair | Head of U.S. Public Product Development, Goldman Sachs Asset Management

###

About IMEA
The Investment Management Education Alliance (IMEA) is a leading trade group dedicated to advancing the asset
management industry through education, collaboration, and innovation. IMEA provides a platform for industry
professionals to connect, exchange ideas, and stay informed about the latest developments in investment management. 
With a commitment to excellence and member-driven initiatives, IMEA continues to be a trusted resource and advocate 
for its diverse membership base. For more information, visit www.imeaconnect.com.


