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IMEA Announces Plans for Enhancing Value to Members
FUSE Selected as Management Firm to Advance New Initiatives

June 27, 2023 – The Investment Management Education Alliance (IMEA), a prominent trade group for the investment 
management industry, is excited to announce that effective July 1, management of the association
will transition to FUSE Research Network LLC. As part of a broader plan to enhance the value delivered to IMEA’s
members and partners, the trade group’s Executive Committee selected FUSE to implement programs that deepen 
member engagement and expand participation. Prior to this transition, IMEA has been managed by Smith Group Inc. 
(SGI) since 1990.

This strategic move will allow IMEA to leverage FUSE’s deep industry knowledge and resources to increase the overall 
value delivered to its esteemed members. “IMEA is excited about this new chapter and remains committed to serving 
as the premier hub for education, knowledge sharing, networking, and collaboration within the investment man-
agement industry,” said John McDonough, IMEA Chair and Head of Americas Distribution at Invesco. “Members can 
expect an even more vibrant and valuable IMEA experience under the stewardship of FUSE.”

Day-to-day operations of IMEA will remain unchanged, with Kimber Lintz continuing in her role as Executive Director. 
Kimber has dedicated over 30 years to IMEA, witnessing its progression from the Mutual Fund Education Alliance to 
the IMEA. “We’re excited to expand upon the unique set of member benefits IMEA has provided for more than 50 
years,” said Kimber. Those include in-person council meetings and topic-specific Roundtables; member-driven
initiatives; networking events; IMEA’s Executive Council program; the highly regarded STAR Awards program recognizing 
marketing excellence; and unique access to major industry partners including Broadridge, ISS, Seismic and SS&C.

The transition will position IMEA to continue to evolve its services and enrich member experiences in response to the 
dynamic changes, challenges, and opportunities occurring in the investment management marketplace. Philanthropic 
activities will be introduced and educational initiatives will be reimagined, delivering cutting-edge content and
interactive tools. Neil Bathon, Managing Partner of FUSE, said “I am excited to help IMEA achieve its goal of delivering 
the best overall experience of any organization serving the investment industry.” An expanded Executive Council
Program and new Committees will provide additional opportunities for executives with specialized expertise to
collaborate and identify best practices. Furthermore, IMEA members will benefit from additional public relations
support and hiring assistance—empowering them to thrive in an increasingly competitive landscape.

IMEA would like to extend its gratitude to Brian Smith, Founder and President of Smith Group Inc., and the entire SGI 
team for their many contributions and service over the past 33 years. Their contributions have been instrumental in 
IMEA’s growth and success, and their dedication is deeply appreciated.

Please reach out to any of the contacts below should you have questions:
John McDonough – Executive Committee Chair, IMEA @ John.McDonough@invesco.com
Kimber Lintz – Executive Director, IMEA @ klintz@imealliance.com
T. Neil Bathon – Managing Partner, FUSE @ tnbathon@fuse-research.com
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IMEA Welcomes New Member Firms and Expanded Member Events
March 16, 2026 — The Investment Management Education Alliance (IMEA) today announced the addition of 
several new member firms, and an expanded schedule of in-person events, fueling continued growth as a premier, 
member-led forum for investment management professionals.

Today, IMEA brings together distribution, marketing, product, national accounts, internal sales, and data
intelligence teams across all levels of seniority from the world’s leading asset managers for candid dialogue, 
peer learning, and practical collaboration. Keeping pace with the changing global investment management 
industry, member firms offer mutual funds, ETFs, separately managed accounts, private credit and private equity 
funds, and alternative investment strategies.

IMEA announced the addition of several new member firms for 2026, reflecting growing interest from asset managers 
across strategies and structures:
•  Direxion
•  GW&K Investment Management
•  GQG Partners
•  Harbor Capital Advisors
•  Lazard Asset Management
•  AllianceBernstein

“IMEA’s inclusive approach welcomes firms across asset classes, structures, and business models making it an increas-
ingly valuable forum for leaders navigating change,” said Kimber Lintz, Executive Director of IMEA. “As we expand our 
event offerings this year, we remain focused on ensuring every meeting delivers actionable insights and meaningful 
peer connections for our members.”

IMEA continues to scale its highly curated, in-person programming, with plans for more than 20 live events, including 
executive summits, council meetings, and focused roundtables. Events are hosted by member firms and intentionally 
designed to remain intimate and discussion-driven, allowing participants to engage openly on timely strategic and 
tactical issues facing the industry.

“IMEA creates a space where senior leaders can move beyond surface-level discussions,” said James Cove, Executive 
Vice President and Chief Marketing Officer at Natixis Investment Managers and Chair of IMEA’s Executive Committee. 
“Members engage in meaningful dialogue, sharpen skills, and stay on the cutting edge of industry trends and tech-
nology, leading to stronger collaboration across the investment management ecosystem.”
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“IMEA’s council leaders drive the content of the event programming, a differentiated approach which ensures 
that topics are relevant and actionable for participating members,” said Executive Committee member Rocco 
Benedetto, Head of Field Sales, US Wealth Management Intermediaries at Invesco Distributors, Inc. 

An updated event schedule is available on the IMEA website, with additional dates to be confirmed throughout 
the year.

###

About IMEA
The Investment Management Education Alliance (IMEA) is a leading trade group dedicated to advancing the asset
management industry through education, collaboration, and innovation. IMEA provides a platform for industry
professionals to connect, exchange ideas, and stay informed about the latest developments in investment management. 
With a commitment to excellence and member-driven initiatives, IMEA continues to be a trusted resource and advocate 
for its diverse membership base. For more information, visit www.imeaconnect.com.


